
Unit 4: Governmental Systems 

Grade Level: 7th Grade 
Unit Name: Governmental Systems 
Pacing:  

Priority Standards:  
6-8.GEO.2.GS.A- Using a geographic lens, 
analyze the laws and governmental systems of a place 
in order to determine their effects on individuals, 
groups, and institutions. 
(DOK 3) 

6-8.GEO.2.PC.A-Compare and contrast the 
human characteristics within and among regions. 
(DOK 2) 
 

 

Learning Targets: 
● I can compare (human 

characteristics) within 
(regions). 

● I can compare (human 
characteristics) among 
(regions). 

● I can contrast (human 
characteristics) within 
(regions). 

● I can contrast (human 
characteristics) among 
(regions). 

● I can determine how laws in 
(specific place) affect the 
individual. 

● I can determine how laws in 
(specific place) effect a 
group. 

● I can determine how laws in 
(specific place) effect an 
institution. 

● I can determine how 
government systems in 
(specific place) affect an 
individual.  

● I can determine how 

Supporting Standards:  
6-8.GEO.1.GSP.A- Using a geographic lens, 
analyze laws, policies and processes to 
determine how governmental systems 
affect individuals and groups in society. 
6-8.GEO.2.GSP.B- Draw conclusions about 
how laws impact the development of a 
place ad how a place impacts the 
development of laws 
6-8.GEO.2.EC.D- Analyze economic 
systems to explain their impact on peoples; 
behavior and choices. 
 

 



government systems in 
(specific place) effect a 
group. 

● I can determine how 
government systems in 
(specific place) effect an 
institution. 

● I can analyze laws of 
(specific place). 

● I can analyze the 
government systems of 
(specific place). 

 
 
 

Big Ideas: 
People develop systems to 
manage conflict and create order.  

Essential Unit Questions: 
How are governments created, 
structured maintained, and 
changed?  
What happens in the absence of 
government?  
Why do we have rules & laws; and 
what would happen if we didn’t? 

Vocabulary: 
Adopt 
Aristocracy 
Bureaucracy 
Citizenship 
City-State 
Colonialism 
Constitution 
Constitutional Monarchy 
Democracy 
Dictatorship 
Doctrine 
Economics 
Federal system 
Government 
Hammurabi’s Code 
Imperialism 
Justinian’s Code 
Monarchy 



Oligarchy 
Parliamentary democracy 
Regime 
Republic 
 

 


